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The Piano in Beethoven's Chamber Music

Donat's vast expertise provides unique insight into the history and genesis of key works
in the chamber music repertoire. This is the first full-length study in English of an
important area of Beethoven's output that has seldom been explored in detail. The
principal compositions covered are the violin sonatas, cello sonatas and piano trios of the
composer's maturity, ranging chronologically from the three piano trios op.1, to the two
cello sonatas op.102 which stand on the threshold of his last period. The repertoire
includes some of Beethoven's most famous chamber pieces, among them the 'Spring'
and 'Kreutzer' violin sonatas, and the 'Ghost' and 'Archduke’ piano trios. The works are
analysed in detail with the help of copious music examples, and are placed in their
historical context through extracts from letters and contemporary reviews. The book
provides performers, music students and music lovers with an insight into the history and
genesis of some of the greatest works in the chamber music repertoire.
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