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The Economy and Meaningfulness

A Utopia?

It is utopian to represent the economy as a place in which human happiness is as
paramount as profit. That is the opinion of many who might pick up this book. This truism,
analogous to the argument that Gross National Happiness is utopian, is, however,
confronted by the actual situation of our economy today. Our globalized society, with its
Gross National Product, turns out to be a dystopia. Our globe has indeed become a
place where it is no longer that pleasant to live. From burned-out people at the
workplace, via the gap between the northern and the southern hemisphere, to our
threatened environment: there is not much left of the utopia of the free market. The aim
of at least the last fifty years, since the Club of Rome, of transforming it into a sustainable
economy is failing. In this book, we find a plea for economic practices as elaborated in
the Social Economy, the Purpose Economy and the Economy of Communion. Time and
again, these are manifestations of an economic transition which, to a greater or lesser
degree, no longer focuses exclusively on principles such as scarcity, individualism or
utility. Responsibility, the interpersonal and authenticity are at least as central. Each time,
they are concrete challenges that are the pertinent responses to the tension between
utopia and dystopia. It is not a matter of fanatically reversing all economic activity in our
globalized society in the direction of an economy of meaningfulness. But the
unmistakably obvious challenge for our economy that the alternatives represent has
something of an appealing urgency.
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