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Ethics in Pharmacy Practice: A Practical Guide

This textbook offers a unique and accessible approach to ethical decision-making for
practicing pharmacists and student pharmacists. Unlike other texts, it gives clear
guidance based on the fundamental principles of moral philosophy, explaining them in
simple language and illustrating them with abundant clinical examples and case studies.
The strength of this text is in its emphasis on normative ethics and critical thinking, and
that there is truly a best answer in the vast majority of cases, no matter how complex. The
authors place high trust in a pharmacist’s moral judgment. This teaches the reader how
to think, based on ethical principles, not necessarily what to think. This means navigating
between the two extremes of overly theoretical and excessively prescriptive. The cogent
framework given in this text uses the language of competing duties, identifying the moral
principles at stake that create duties for the pharmacist. This is the balancing act of
normative ethics, and of deciding which duties should prevail in a given clinical situation.
This work presents a clear-cut pathway for resolving ethical dilemmas encountered by
pharmacists, based on foundational principles and critical thinking.
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