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Contesting Migration Crises in Central Eastern Europe
A Political Economy Approach to Poland's Responses Towards Refugee Protection
Provision

During the 2015 and 2016 refugee crisis the EU called on the Member States to engage
in protection burden-sharing. This proposal found strong opposition from some of the
Visegrad Group countries, including Poland, which expressed their reluctance to the
relocation scheme securitizing the political narrative towards refugees. On the contrary,
in 2022, during the Russian military aggression against Ukraine, Poland strengthened an
“open door policy”, showing a humanitarian approach towards Ukrainian refugees.

This book uses a public goods theoretical framework to examine the various public goods
characteristics of refugee protection in such scenarios. It is argued that the publicness
and character of refugee protection is socially shaped by norms and identities. States
perceive refugee protection, including benefits and costs, in different ways. The author
focuses his analysis on the security/humanitarian dichotomy in states’ perceptions of
refugees to investigate the accompanying vision of the inherent costs and benefits. The
conceptual part of the book provides conclusive support of an alternative constructivist
mode in public goods theory for understanding refugee protection burden-sharing.
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