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Retraction Matters

New Developments in the Philosophy of Language

This book offers the first sustained investigation of the phenomenon of retraction - the
“taking back” of the conventional or deontic effects of a previous speech act - bringing
together issues and solutions from the semantics of perspectival expressions and from
the framework of Speech Act theory. It addresses questions that have been at the center
of lively debates in philosophy of language and linguistics, but also draws out some of the
ramifications these questions have for certain debates in the logic of discourse,
philosophy of mind or experimental philosophy.

Many times, what we say on a certain occasion proves to be wrong. When we realize this,
we sometimes react by retracting what was previously said — formally or informally,
explicitly or not. The essays in this volume tackle issues such as what are the necessary
and sufficient conditions for successfully performing a retraction, whether there is a solid
empirical basis for retraction, whether the phenomenon can be used in favor or against
certain semantics views, whether there is a type of retraction that is merely verbal, or
what are the ethical implications of retraction. The volume brings together and puts in
dialogue renowned researchers on these topics, serving both as a fixture for specialists
and as an introduction into the topic of retraction.
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