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Migration, Innovation and Knowledge Transmission
An Interdisciplinary Assessment of Italian Migration and its Socioeconomic Impact

This edited collection presents an interdisciplinary assessment of the impact of migration
on knowledge transmission and entrepreneurial innovation. Focusing on Italian migration
to Europe and the Americas, the book analyses the socioeconomic transformations
enabled by migration and fills an important gap in the literature on the economic history
of migration.

Featuring contributions from fifteen scholars from around the world, the book presents a
range of case studies and archival research that shows how the transmission of
knowledge and skills, passed on by migrants in destination countries, represents a less-
known but crucial aspect of the migration phenomenon. Chapters discuss the impact of
Italian migrants in a range of contexts, with their entrepreneurial, professional, manual
and craft skills significantly contributing to economic, cultural and industrial development
in countries such as Chile, Argentina, Brazil and the US. Chapters bring out larger
themes such as technological innovation, educational practices, institutional and public
policies and experiences of short-term or temporary migration. The interdisciplinary
framework of the book, bringing together economic historians, architects and
sociologists, fosters unique perspectives and enriches our understanding of the
economic impact of migration beyond simply linear economic growth. This will be a
valuable resource for researchers of economic and business history, as well historians of
migration, sociologists and demographers.
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