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Wounded Knights

Violence, Masculinity, and Medieval Courtly Love

This broad-ranging book draws on Freudian and post-Freudian theory to offer a new and
original perspective on courtly love from its origins in eleventh-century Occitania to its
transformation into conflicting chivalric and courtly discourses in the later Middle Ages.
Comparative and transnational in scope, it explores the role of masculinity and violence
in the romance, love lyric and saints’ lives written in French, English, German, and Czech
between 1200 and 1400. Whereas conventional studies of medieval courtly love have
emphasized the positive and idealistic relationship between the knight and the lady, this
book highlights the dark side of medieval masculinity and how displaced male violence
toward women and male masochism in these texts are transfigured into more explicit
violence in modern horror films.
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