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Armed Conflicts and Forced Displacements in the
Anthropocene

Incentives and Consequences in the Great Lake Regions of Sub-Saharan Africa, with a
Special Focus on Northern Uganda

This book focuses on the incentives for armed conflict in the Great Lakes Region of Sub-
Saharan Africa and its consequences, including social preferences and refugee
integration. The contribution of this book is twofold. First, the book adds to the limited
literature on incentives for engaging in armed conflict in Sub-Saharan Africa and the
post-conflict recovery trajectory. Secondly, it provides evidence on likely forms of
discrimination due to biases from social identity amongst refugees and hosts, which may
affect refugee integration.

The book is organized as follows: the first chapter is a general motivation and framing of
the studies. The second chapter investigates the incentives and disincentives for
engaging in armed conflicts in the Great Lakes Region (GLR). The GLR has a history of
armed conflict, with some active armed conflicts in South Sudan and the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, which have affected the development of the region. The GLR is
also characterized by criss-crossing hostilities, including governments supporting fellow
incumbent governments to quell a rebellion or supporting rebel groups hostile to sitting
governments. The region provides an excellent case study for understanding the
incentives and disincentives for armed conflict, especially in SSA. The third and fourth
chapters address a highly policy-relevant issue in the context of refugee-hosting and
integration. Humanitarian efforts to manage refugees have emphasized the need for self-
reliance and reintegration with the host communities. The chapters examine the potential
discrimination and biases that hosting communities may harbor towards refugees and
how these attitudes can impact land transactions. Refugees may face discrimination
emerging from differences in social identity and characterization within and external to
refugee settlements. The behavioral attitudes of hosts may also influence their
willingness to engage in land transactions with refugees. Amidst costly, unsustainable
approaches to land distribution to refugees by hosting governments, land arrangements
that hinge on the hosting communities’ behavioral attributes, such as trust and altruism,
may offer lasting solutions. If fairness or social preferences are profound amongst
refugees and hosting communities, land transactions between hosts and refugees might
provide an alternative sustainable approach for refugees to acquire land. Ignoring
positive behavioral attributes through government provision may crowd out such private
provision.

» Adds to the literature on incentives for armed conflict

» Evidence on trajectory for post- conflict recovery

This book focuses on the incentives for armed conflict in the Great Lakes Region of Sub-
Saharan Africa and its consequences, including social preferences and refugee
integration. The contribution of this book is twofold. First, the book adds to the limited
literature on incentives for engaging in armed conflict in Sub-Saharan Africa and the
post-conflict recovery trajectory. Secondly, it provides evidence on likely forms of
discrimination due to biases from social identity amongst refugees and hosts, which may
affect refugee integration.The book is organized as follows: the first chapter is a general
motivation and framing of the studies. The second chapter investigates the incentives
and disincentives for engaging in armed conflicts in the Great Lakes Region (GLR). The
GLR has a history of armed conflict, with some active armed conflicts in South Sudan and
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, which have affected the development of the
region. The GLR is also characterized by criss-crossing hostilities, including governments
supporting fellow incumbent governments to quell a rebellion or supporting rebel groups
hostile to sitting governments. The region provides an excellent case study for
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