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Moral Intuition
From the Human Mind to Artificial Agents

In the tradition of moral philosophy, long dominated by a rationalist paradigm, the idea of
moral intuition has often been a source of embarrassment. How can the mind form a
moral judgment within seconds, without any apparent reasoning?

In the spirit of neuroethics, this book demystifies moral intuition by examining the mental
and neural processes that generate such automatic evaluations. Addressed to specialists
in philosophy, psychology, and AI ethics, the book systematically investigates three
questions: how moral intuitions work, how they can improve, and how they can be
implemented in artificial agents.

Challenging the dominant default-interventionist view of moral reasoning, the first part
argues that moral intuitions play a dual role: they detect harm and help in the
environment, and they metacognitively regulate the deployment of cognitive resources,
triggering reflection when intuitive outputs are uncertain or conflicting. Building on this
foundation, the book offers a dyadic classification of the cognitive biases that shape
moral intuitions and critically assesses strategies for mitigating them, including reasoning,
expertise, and nudging. The final part extends this moral-psychological framework to
artificial intelligence, arguing that the implementation of moral intuitions in artificial agents
is both a feasible and a philosophically defensible goal, compatible with the functional
capacities of contemporary AI systems.

In doing so, the book sets a new research agenda for understanding, improving, and
implementing moral intuitions in both human and artificial agents.
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