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State and local public finance affects nearly every aspect of daily life, from the schools
we attend to the roads we drive on and the services we depend on in times of crisis. Far
from being a world of formulas and technical rules, it is a dynamic space where
communities face real choices and trade-offs. This book brings together over a decade's
worth of columns written for Governing magazine and Government Finance Review.
These essays trace how finance professionals have navigated economic shocks,
technological change, shifting public expectations, and the evolving ethics of
stewardship. Clear and accessible, the volume offers readers a broad overview of the
field, including the pressures facing today's finance leaders, the values guiding their
decisions, and the trends reshaping the profession. Whether a practitioner, student,
public leader, or engaged citizen, this book invites readers to view public finance as both
a technical craft and a public trust.
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