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The East-West Discourse

Symbolic Geography and its Consequences

Political actors from many different countries locate their home country as a unique
transition point between «the East» and «the West». The terms «east» and «west» have
become highly symbolic, yet also have a relative meaning, since every place is east of
somewhere, and west of somewhere else. What gives this banal cliché such irresistible
attraction? How does East-West symbolism interact with other symbolic geographies?
This book examines East-West rhetoric in several different historical contexts, seeking to
problematize its implicit assumptions and analyse its consequences, particularly in parts
of Europe where political actors conflate local geography with symbolic «Easts» and
«Wests».

The various contributions to the book provide an overview of East-West discourses in
scholarly writing; trace the medieval origins of European East-West symbolism; and
discuss East-West discourses in nineteenth-century Germany, interwar Poland,
Yugoslavia and Transylvania, twentieth-century Finland, Turkey in the late Cold War and
post-Communist Belarus.

Political actors from many different countries locate their home country as a unique
transition point between «the East» and «the West». The terms «east» and «west» have
become highly symbolic, yet also have a relative meaning, since every place is east of
somewhere, and west of somewhere else. What gives this banal cliché such irresistible
attraction? How does East-West symbolism interact with other symbolic geographies?
This book examines East-West rhetoric in several different historical contexts, seeking to
problematize its implicit assumptions and analyse its consequences, particularly in parts
of Europe where political actors conflate local geography with symbolic «Easts» and
«Wests». The various contributions to the book provide an overview of East-West
discourses in scholarly writing; trace the medieval origins of European East-West
symbolism; and discuss East-West discourses in nineteenth-century Germany, interwar
Poland, Yugoslavia and Transylvania, twentieth-century Finland, Turkey in the late Cold
War and post-Communist Belarus.

NATIONALISMS ACROSS THE GLOBE
VOL. 8

e‘;’ s
The East-West Discourse

Symbalic Geo-grapl'y 3 Asequences

73,25 €
68,46 € (zzgl. MwSt.)

Lieferfrist: bis zu 10 Tage

ArtikeInummer: 9783034301985
Medium: Buch

ISBN: 978-3-0343-0198-5

Verlag: Peter Lang
Erscheinungstermin: 23.11.2010
Sprache(n): Englisch

Auflage: 1. Auflage 2010

Serie: Nationalisms across the Globe
Produktform: Kartoniert
Gewicht: 343 g

Seiten: 230

Format (B x H): 150 x 225 mm

:e5% fachmedien.de

©9®®°® WISSEN. EINFACH. FINDEN.

Kundenservice Verlag Dr. Otto Schmidt KG

Neumannstraf3e 10, 40235 Duisseldorf | kundenservice@otto-schmidt.de | 0221-93738-997 (Inland) E

13.09.2026 | 23:39 Uhr
%H}_-” [=]



mailto:kundenservice@otto-schmidt.de

