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Renaissance Now!

The Value of the Renaissance Past in Contemporary Culture

This volume directs a transdisciplinary gaze on the field of Renaissance Studies as
currently practised in Europe, North America and beyond. The concept of the
Renaissance as applied to a particular time and place is still regarded as being of central
importance to the history of thought and culture. The essays collected here raise the
question of the contemporary relevance of the Renaissance.

What is the significance of doing Renaissance Studies now, not only in terms of the field
per se, but in terms of what the field has to say to contemporary society? In the past, the
field of Renaissance Studies has drawn themes and orientations from particular concerns
of the moment, without losing its rigorous focus, and has given back crucial insights to
those studying it. Could the same be said today? To facilitate a multifaceted answer, this
book attempts to cover some of the principal areas of this interdisciplinary field within the
humanities and social sciences. Contributors include specialists in history, languages and
literatures, the history of science, cultural studies, art history, philosophy, sociology and
politics.
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