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The Winter 2012 (vol. 14 no. 3) issue of the Nexus Network Journal features seven
original papers dedicated to the theme “Digital Fabrication”. Digital fabrication is
changing architecture in fundamental ways in every phase, from concept to artifact.
Projects growing out of research in digital fabrication are dependent on software that is
entirely surface-oriented in its underlying mathematics. Decisions made during design,
prototyping, fabrication and assembly rely on codes, scripts, parameters, operating
systems and software, creating the need for teams with multidisciplinary expertise and
different skills, from IT to architecture, design, material engineering, and mathematics,
among others The papers grew out of a Lisbon symposium hosted by the ISCTE-Instituto
Universitario de Lisboa entitled “Digital Fabrication — A State of the Art”. The issue is
completed with four other research papers which address different mathematical
instruments applied to architecture, including geometric tracing systems, proportional
systems, descriptive geometry and correspondence analysis. The issue concludes with a
book review.
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