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Soft computing is a consortium of computing methodologies that provide a foundation for
the conception, design, and deployment of intelligent systems and aims to formalize the
human ability to make rational decisions in an environment of uncertainty and
imprecision. This book is based on a NATO Advanced Study Institute held in 1996 on soft
computing and its applications. The distinguished contributors consider the principal
constituents of soft computing, namely fuzzy logic, neurocomputing, genetic computing,
and probabilistic reasoning, the relations between them, and their fusion in industrial
applications. Two areas emphasized in the book are how to achieve a synergistic
combination of the main constituents of soft computing and how the combination can be
used to achieve a high Machine Intelligence Quotient.
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