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Polish Constitutional Documents 1790-1848

This volume of the edition presents exceptional documents from the early period of
European constitutionalism with the constitution of May 3rd, 1971 from the closing phase
of the Polish Aristocratic Republic, and the Grodno constitution of 1793.

It incorporates the constitutional texts of the Napoleonic epoch, such as those concerning
the duchy of Warsaw of 1807 and of the period in which Poland ceased to exist as a
sovereign state (the so-called Constitution of 1815, the 1825 amendment, and the
“organic statute” of 1832). Among the most interesting and hitherto almost unknown
constitutional projects of Galicia, which belonged to the Habsburg Monarchy following the
partition of Poland in 1772, are the Magna Charta / Charta Leopoldina (1790) and two
versions of the Lemberg Petition (1848). Documents pertaining to constitutions of the
Free City of Krakow, also known as the Republic of Krakow, (including constitutions from
1815, 1818 and 1833 with amendments) have also been edited.

In keeping with the publication series’ editing principles, this volume contains a total of 21
documents in all the original languages in which they were published at the time,
including Polish, French, German, Latin, Russian and old Ukrainian.

The texts have been edited and annotated by the law historian, Anna Tarnowska ,
Nicolaus Copernicus University, Torun.

Mit den in der Schlussphase der polnischen Adelsrepublik entstandenen von 1791 und
der von 1793 führt der Editionsband herausragende Dokumente aus der Frühzeit des
europäischen Konstitutionalismus auf. 
Es schließen sich Verfassungstexte aus der napoleonischen Epoche, wie z. B. für das
Warschauer Herzogtum von 1807, und jener Zeit an, in der Polen nicht mehr als
souveräner Staat existierte (sog. 1815, 1815, 1825, 1832). Zu den interessanten, bislang
fast unbekannten Verfassungsprojekten für Galizien, das nach der Teilung Polens 1772
zur Habsburger Monarchie gehörte, zählen die / (1790) und zwei Versionen der (1848).
Auch die verfassungsrelevanten Dokumente der Freien Stadt Krakau, welche auch als
Krakauer Republik bekannt ist, (u. a. 1815, 1818, 1833 mit ) wurden ediert. 
Entsprechend der Editionsprinzipien der Publikationsreihe fasst der Band die insgesamt
21 Dokumente in allen damals veröffentlichten Originalsprachen, zu denen neben
Polnisch auch Französisch, Deutsch, Latein, Russisch und Alt-Ukrainisch zählten.

Die Texte wurden von der Rechtshistorikerin Anna Tarnowska, Nicolaus Copernicus
Universität / Thorn, ediert und annotiert.

This volume of the edition presents exceptional documents from the early period of
European constitutionalism with the constitution of May 3rd, 1971 from the closing phase
of the Polish Aristocratic Republic, and the Grodno constitution of 1793. It incorporates
the constitutional texts of the Napoleonic epoch, such as those concerning the duchy of
Warsaw of 1807 and of the period in which Poland ceased to exist as a sovereign state
(the so-called Constitution of 1815, the 1825 amendment, and the “organic statute” of
1832). Among the most interesting and hitherto almost unknown constitutional projects of
Galicia, which belonged to the Habsburg Monarchy following the partition of Poland in
1772, are the Magna Charta / Charta Leopoldina (1790) and two versions of the
Lemberg Petition (1848). Documents pertaining to constitutions of the Free City of
Krakow, also known as the Republic of Krakow, (including constitutions from 1815, 1818
and 1833 with amendments) have also been edited. In keeping with the publication
series’ editing principles, this volume contains a total of 21 documents in all the original
languages in which they were published at the time, including Polish, French, German,
Latin, Russian and old Ukrainian. The texts have been edited and annotated by the law
historian, Anna Tarnowska, Nicolaus Copernicus University, Torun.
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