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Reflecting Oil

presents innovative reflections on crude oil, one of the most important fossil fuels
characterising modern life: On the one hand, oil functions as a fuel for unrestricted
mobility and on the other, as a basis for shaping the material world, thus laying the
foundation for a ubiquitous petroculture.

Yet despite these profound repercussions on our existence, crude oil is a substance we
rarely encounter directly with our senses. This lack of contact is logical in view of its
specific properties (unusual odor, toxicity, etc.), but the question arises as to why this
connection is not explicitly sought after in the sciences.

Reflecting Oil is the result of different artistic research processes which entailed practical
handling and holistic observation of the raw substance in the context of petroculture. This
mode of research focusing on sensory perception—such as the differentiation of colors
and smells, etc., and aesthetic and symbolic interpretation—provided findings on the
levels of multi-sensory and practical knowledge.

Drawing on a collaboration between art and science, such interdisciplinary investigations
into crude oil as the basis of our petromodernity can be vital for the necessary shift
towards sustainable energy cultures. A more comprehensive understanding and
awareness of how oil and fossil fuels shape our lives can stimulate the necessary
cultural, social, and technological transformations towards a sustainable future.

Artistic crude oil experiments
Crude oil-based artworks
Interdisciplinary and holistic reflection on the substance crude oil in the context of
petroculture

Die Buchreihe der Universität für angewandte Kunst Wien, Edition Angewandte, von
Rektor emeritus Dr. Gerald Bast ins Leben gerufen, erscheint je nach Thema in den
Verlagen Birkhäuser und De Gruyter. Sie umfasst Sammelbände, Dokumentationen und
Monografien aus den Bereichen Architektur, Bildende und Mediale Kunst, Design,
Konservierung und Restaurierung, Kunstwissenschaften, Kunstpädagogik,
Kunstvermittlung sowie Sprachkunst. Seit ihrer Gründung im Jahr 2007 hat sich die Reihe
als bedeutende Plattform für relevante Veröffentlichungen an der Schnittstelle von Kunst
und Wissenschaft etabliert. Die Bücher erscheinen in deutscher wie auch in englischer
Sprache.
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