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Aquatic Environments
Literary Hydropolitics in Latin America

From pre-Columbian times till today, human interventions in aquatic environments have
been shaping the geopolitics of Latin America. The contributors to this volume examine
the relationship between water and politics in Latin America via readings of fiction and
poetry by both renowned and upcoming writers. Through close literary analysis, they
demonstrate how water functions as a medium for narrating submerged histories and for
unsettling (post)colonial assumptions. The volume reveals literary strategies that make it
possible to share knowledge about other ways of organizing life in aquatic environments.

1. Why did you choose this topic? The problems related to water are of the most tangible
consequences of the social ecological crisis of our planet. Latin American literature gives
us insight into the complex relation between politics and water and explores alternative
ways of relating to our environment. 2. What new perspectives does your book offer?
The articles included in this book show us how Latin American literature incorporates
liquid forms of narrating and how the literary form interacts with the element of water. In
this way, our book is not only about ›writing about water‹, but about ›writing (with) water‹.
3. What makes your topic relevant for current research debates? The specific literary
focus and the insistance in the political significance of water over time. 4. Choose one
person you would like to discuss your book with! Shumpall, a creature of Mapuche
mythology who takes care of rivers, lakes and seas. 5. Your book summary in one
sentence: This volume explores how literature deals politically with the topic of water in
Latin America.
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