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The New Synagogue in Goérlitz

The New Gorlitz Synagogue is a miracle of survival. The 600-seat Jewish house of prayer
was opened in 1911. lts magnificent blend of neoclassical architecture and Art Nouveau
interior was set on fire during Kristallnacht, but the structure wasn’t destroyed. Ilts owners,
the members of the Gérlitz Jewish community, were dispersed, arrested, annihilated - but
despite all crises, the synagogue survived the next 80 years. With its later owners - the
Nazis, the Soviets, the Jewish Community of Dresden, then the City of Gérlitz. With no
Jewish community left in Gérlitz, the synagogue often faced scandalous ideas about what
should be done with the building.
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"Thus, this house should be a witness to how we connect past and present in life here
and from here outside and thus pave the way for the future. [.] And when we are long
gone and this house still bears witness to His love and His people's faithfulness, O, let it
bear witness to our descendants how their parents believed in You, worshipped You in
humility. Then let our children 'build themselves up in love on the deeds of the fathers,
propagate their seeds, trust in the ancient ground.' Amen!" From the inaugural sermon
by Rabbi Dr. Siegfried Freund at the dedication of the synagogue on March 7, 1911
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