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First Published in 2007. This volume is a collection of a series of six illustrated lectures
that demonstrate a picture of the author’s evolved thinking about the composing of
music: both from a more general, overall perspective and from that of the particular
moment-to-moment decision making that, gradually accumulating, brings a whole into
being.

Stemming from his appointment as the Randolph Rothschild Guest Composer at
Peabody from 1992-1993, Roger Reynolds has written a series of essays that will take
the reader into the mind of a practicing composer. This book will produce meaningful
discourse on how composer actually work, instead of being hidden from the public eye.
Understanding the condition of music in contemporary society requires insight into how
composers conduct their work, and this book will facilitate musical understanding and will
be of great interest to composers, theorists, cognitive and perceptual scientists as well as
the music lover. Also includes 136 musical examples.
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