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Edinburgh and spendmostofJuly andAugust 1999 attheNationalLibraryofScotlandand the
EdinburghUniversityLibrary.Although Ihaveincorporatedinto thepresentwork
onlyasmallpartofmyresearchatthose libraries,ifthis bookshows agreaterap preciation of
the immediate social and religious context of Hume's thought (particularly of Calvinistic
theology and the Scottish Enlightement) than its Spanish predecessor, it is in no small
measure due to the books, articles, and xi xii Preface manuscritsIwasabletoconsultatthe
time. Inthis respect, Iwouldliketo thank Professor Peter Jones, Director of the Institute for
Advanced Studies in the HumanitiesattheUniversityofEdinburgh, who was very
instrumental in making
myvisittoEdinburghareality,andgenerouslyputthefacilitiesoftheInstitute at mydisposal.
Manythoughts andlinesofargumentcontained in this bookdatebackto my
doctoraldissertation,andsomeearlierversionsofanumberofchaptersorsections
ofchaptershavebeenpublished in differentphilosophyjournalsor anthologies. I
oftheminthebibliographyundermy name. But sincemy previousworks listall onthe
subjecthavebeenrevisedandmodifiedsomanytimes in the lightofnew
fmdingsortomeetactualorpossiblecriticism,Ican saythatthey havebeeneffec
tivelysupersededbythepresentwriting.
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